

23 September 1957 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE REOCRD 
SUBJECT: Contact Report * 


meeting place 


k this date, covert 


1* wa s contacted by the undersigned on 23 September 1957 in 

regard to the possibility of his being sent back to Jordan Tor three months 
TDT for the purpose of running independent operations into Syria from 
using local Circassians. 

1*5 - 

2« present status. JW stated that he is noy employed by Mutual 
life Insurance Company of New Tor It. He claims he is presently earning a 
salary of $1*00 per month plus commission. He used his relations with this 
insurance company as cover for his trip to Washington. He claims to be act- 
ive iii the Circassian community in Patterson, New Jersey, serving a 3 an ad- 
visor and interpreter to other immigrants. He indicated willingness to under- 
take a mission for us. He does not appear to be di sposed to quibble over 
money. In connection with cover problems, flHV s older brother, 5l, single, 
is still in Annan and ha s been pr onounced cured of the TB which formerly pre- 
vented his immigration. 1W can use the natural cover of visiting his 
brother and assisting in expediting the latter 1 s immigration but he believes 
that this will not provide an adequate excuse for a stay in the area of as 
long as three, months. We discussed the possibility of his representing some 
refugee or emigre group such as the Tolstoy, Foundation, but since he stated 
he was unable to arrange such cover himself, we discussed other possibilities, 
including that of having him represent an American firm, either real or fic- 
titious, perhaps in the export-import line. T his problem remains to be solved » 
and Cover Division will be consulted 5 . ^ 


3. Operational » Fo 3 sibilit le a . General. commented that the Cir- 

cassians in Jordan"l»nd Syria represent a valuable untapped epool of potential 
assets. He coeroented that particularly in Syria the Circassians are not only 
# I motivated against Russians and Ccccainists but also against the Arab government 
\jrAiaelX, the reason being that JordAn * the Circassians have 

; >r /been suppressed by the Arab bJfltffiMlicfeoause the Circassians previously sup- 


vXi* J*>een suppressed by the Arab bJitfiMWcfecause the Circassians previously sup-' 
A* ported the French prior to the expulsion of the French from Syria. He estimates 
^ Apthere are between 13,000 and 20,000 Circassians in Syria. expressed 

li Jr confidence in being able to gather Syrian 0B Intel in the Qunaytra district and 
1 elsewhere with relative ease. Re point6 f *put that the Circassians are numerous 
s in'Qunaytra, that there are many lower and middle level Circassian offioers in* 
jf\ the Syrian Army. .He commented that he expected to meet with little reluctance 
from CiroaaBians asked to provide Intel, but t hat if w e had political action 
in mind, greater care would* have to be taken. himself raised the 

; poBl0Kulty of running Circassian double agents against Russians in Damascus 
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>and asked whether if we wanted such operations' and if he were able to initiate 
such operations, we would be able to pr orcd.se safe haven to such agents, in- 
cluding immigration to the United States# NOSTRIL also would like to be ad- 
Jrised as to our attitude about the danger of Iris activities becoming known to 
the British,* for instance, he remarked that jtBwaa Maher, an important Jor- , 
danian Circassian Array officer, is a good frianl of Iris out that he has long 
suspected that Maher was connected with the British* Thus his conversations 
with Maher would be limited by the degree to which we desire to conceal our op- 
erations from the British* 


Specific. NOSTRIL listed the following specific potential assets* 

.w" ■* 

|/V «• 111 Syria 

,tKif u) Muhamaad All B©£ Aslant, a retired Circassian brigadier general 
v 'W spent 27 years"ln the Syrian gendarmerie and was chief of the gen- 

7 daroerie at the time of his retirement} from Qunaytra; well known to NOSTRIL* 

(2) Abdul Karim , a former aide to Quawatli; this man 

worked with Eusni Zaim and his star faded with the assassination of Zaim. r, 
Present status unknown, but is believed to have many useful contacts} a 

v Circassian* ' # * • 

(3) n Abu> Khalil , 11 (full correct none ipt known).-’ Husband of a Cir- 
cassian girl” from Amman; one of his brothers- in-law is) still in Amman 
and a dose friend of NOSTRIL. Another of his wife’s sisters is the wife 
of Abu Nuwwar; NOSTRIL has dined with Abu Khalil on several occasions and 
.believes that it was in this officer’jr bcma that Abu Nuwwar stayed iramed- 

" , * lately after his flight from Jordan; still in the Array and was at 

one time one of the commanders of the Homs military district* 

’ * (U) A Circassian $£P fr<n Qunaytra. This man is a personal friend of 

, NOSTRIL; his Russian name is Bagov , but NOSTRIL has forgotten his Arab 
• name • . 

(5) Mahmud Sharkasl, formerly .employed by I PC; used to live in Damas- 
cus; formerly an important smuggler of Circassians wishing to travel 
black between Syria and Jordan; possibly connected" with BIS.* 

(6) *£he mother of Abu Nuwwar's wife#’ This woman was born* in Amman 
and now lives in Damascus. She is well known to NOSTRIL. 

(7) The wife of Khalid al A»u This woman is a Circassian} NOSTRIL 
has met her a few times and believes there may be some way of approaching 
her* 

v' (8) Son-in-law of Said Mufti in Amman; lives in Damascus and may be 
approachable through Mufti, fi i 

^ ^ (9) NOSTRIL claims to know several Circassian sheikhs in Qunaytra. 

' \jr b. Bi Jordan. 


(1) 'tftgwas Maher, important Jordan Army officer, may be connected 
with Br iti ah; 6ircas si an, well known to N3STRIL. 

(2) Aseat Kandur, colonel or major general in Arab Legion; very tough; 
friend of WSTRir; 


(3) Oaair . 


j a lieutenant believed to be chief of the police col- 




ir Ayyub, 

lege in Amman, Circassian, bora in Qunaytra. 

(h) Samir Rif a 1 ! , old friend.- 

(5) Muhamad All Rida, very close friend of NOSTRIL; secretary in 

the office of ihe prime minister. . c 

9 

(6) Abbas Pasha Mirsa, ex-Cabinet minister; useful contacts. 

(7) Said Mufti, ex-prime minister, presently head of the Senate, sus- 

ceptible to whisky and women but not to straight, money bribery; has useful 
contacts throughouirthe Middle East. '' 

(8) Muhasanad Khair Feta . ;<i Chief accountant in Ministry of Agriculture ; 
an important molder of political opinion among the younger Circassian" ele- 
ment in Amman; also useful potential cut-out. 

1 (9) cLtt Col* Muhamnad It sag, Chief of Jordanian MAC. m 

■fe • , . * , 

(10) Numerous Syrian jixabs now living in Amman and married to ; Circas- 
sian girls. , - ^ • 

(11) Baker jian, Armenian employee of UNRWA Amman, useful refugee con- 
tacts throughout Jordan, Syria, Lebanon* 4 ; ’ 

(12) Ismail Janbefc, resides MafTaq, employed .many years by the IPC; 

has olvayiTu^good income, may be connected BIS c ;'v«ry susceptible to «>ney; 
information can be elicited from him, also without revealing particular in- 
terest. , 


h* Miscellaneous . Observations. WDSTRH said he could leave as soon as 
ve desired. ' He. has a valid Jordanian passport. He would, like *53 to arrange a " 
telegram to him in Patter spu stating his .brother is seriously ill, in order to 
provide him with an excuse for asking for, leave from ids employer. He claims 
that once he. gets to Amman he can extend his leave ^without pay b f claiming to 
be aid* Ve might consider having OCL go to his company and ask them to lend 
him to us. 

5* He claims there is no problem in" leaving the country with respect to 
hie alien resident status as long as be abides by the regulations, t 

* ,i *'* * * - ' 

6. Ko commitment a were made but it waa stated by the undersigned that if 
we should make a firm request for him to take this trip ve would probably offer 


I 



